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Hybrid Learning is new for the students 
and faculty at RSM High this year, and 
it has already been quite a learning 
experience for everyone involved.  Dr. 
Karon Webb stated, “Change is never 
comfortable,” about this year’s many 
different challenges that students and 
teachers are facing as the school year 
progresses.  

The school year started on August 31, 2020 with a hybrid model of face to face education 
for some students and with other students choosing a completely virtual option for 
school. Dr. Webb also stated, “Hybrid learning is a change from what parents, students, and 
educators are accustomed  to. The pandemic has forced us to adapt to several new norms, 
including how we teach and learn. I prefer the traditional face to face instruction learning 
model because I love seeing and interacting with our students every day. However, safety 
should always be a priority and if hybrid learning is the safest way for us to continue teach-
ing and learning I will embrace it and continue to monitor and adjust.”          
    As for how school is going at this time, Assistant Principal, Joedy Moots said, “I think it’s 
the best option at this time.  With that being said, I miss all my students and can’t wait to 
get back to normal.” While 11th grade student Angel Lozada said, “I feel okay about it. I’m 
trying my best.”  Even the students who are doing full time virtual school voiced their about 
this new way of learning.  “I feel like there should be no hybrid learning because its riskier 
because of coronavirus, more people could catch it,” said Maria Renteral.  Ja’Nya Watkins 
added, “I don’t feel like everybody is learning.” Both of these students are enrolled in Aiken 
Innovate which is full time virtual school.  

When asked about how he feels about his overall safety about being in school during these 
times, teacher, Bailey Coble says, “I feel safe.”  Dr. Webb echoed that same feeling by stat-
ing, “I feel as safe as I do when I go to the grocery store, gas station, or anywhere else. I 
think everyone has a responsibility, including students, parents, and educators. Our actions 
and decisions outside of school can impact our peers, colleagues, and students. We are 
having a role to play in creating and maintaining a safe environment. It is imperative that 
everyone has the mentality that we are all in this together.”    

When it comes to the hybrid learning many people have different opinions that either being 

positive, negative, or neutral. Of course, this is a big change for everyone, and the only way 

to get through it is to get used to the change.         

By: Chris Arzola, Montana Hartley, and Gabriel Rueda 

Disclaimer:  Please keep in mind that this article and all articles in this newsletter were 

written before the Aiken County decision to move from Hybrid learning to full time Face 

to Face learning. 

A Whole New 

Way of Learning 



 

This year fall sports are rolling right 

along and the Lady Trojan volleyball 

team is proof of that as they adjust to 

the Covid-19 restrictions. According to 

Mikenzie Kinard, the Lady Trojans 

volleyball team are taking precautions 

by wearing masks while practicing and 

on the bench, but it’s not mandatory 

while the girls are on the court during a 

game. 

Currently the Lady Trojans volleyball 
team is 9-2 overall and 8-0 in the re-
gion. The girls are dominating our 
region with strong games against Cal-
houn County, Williston—Elko, North, 
and Denmark-Olar. One loss that the 
team has this season is to Midland 
Valley, a non-region game against a 4-
A team.  Destiny Glover, a senior member of the team said that the team is working hard 
and that everyone always tries their best and never gives up.  This is the key to the success 
of the Lady Trojans. The team is a cohesive unit made up of: Jaliyah Bussey, Destiny 
Glover, Mikala Middlebrooks, Vy Bussey, Mikenzie Kinard, Amanee Gilliam, Meleah 
Jones, Ma’laysia Fuller, Ja’Nya Watkins, Jordyn Gilliam, Aniyah Jennings, Ruby Powell, 
Nykiah Dublin, Miley Coffey, and Lacie Gibson.  

Head Coach Gail Johnson and Assistant Coach Cordelia Johnson lead these girls as they 
battle for a region title. 

Come out and support the Lady Trojans as they continue to work on winning the region.  

By:  Haley McKinney 

Please come back for more information as the Lady Trojans complete their season. 

SPORTS 

RSM VARSITY VOLLEYBALL IS SPIKING 
THE COMPETITION 

   This school year is like no other due to 

Covid-19. Even though this pandemic is still 

impacting students, teachers, and families,  

school athletes are still representing our school 

in many sports, with added precautions.  The 

RSM cross-country team has less runners than 

last year due to many of the restrictions and 

difficulties of participating during the Covid-

19  pandemic.  The team has dropped dramati-

cally in numbers from 10 runners to 4. The 

head cross-country coach, Chuck Dizzino 

said, “We have less runners due to this situa-

tion because many students couldn’t work 

over the summer, so they are working now 

during school time. So, this means they are not 

able to join the team.” Not only has Covid 

affected how many people join the team this 

year, but it also has affected the paperwork for 

coaches. “I have to take the temperature of 

every athlete and write it down.”   

    This year the Cross Country team is made 

up of Jose Murillo, Christopher Arzola, Rob-

bie Barrineau, and Vincent Romero.  In the 

first match against Saluda, RSM had 2 top ten 

finishes with Robbie Barrineau finishing 3rd 

and Jose Murillo 9th.  The second match at 

North Augusta,  was successful for Robbie 

Barrineau who finished 11th out of 100 run-

ners.  The team continues to work on getting 

better times and sticking together as a team. 

By: Jose Murillo 

New Faces @ RSM 

By Makayla Carson and Lizbeth Figueroa 

Mrs. Johnson, Special Education 

What made you want to come to RSM?I 

 heard a lot of good things about RSM and how 
everyone was so kind and worked together as a 

family and that made me want to come. 

What are you looking forward to this school year? 

I looking forward to going back full time and getting 

on a different schedule. 

What made you want to start teaching?  

I worked as an assistant in a classroom of special 
needs children and it made me realize that I needed 

to be doing that. 

What is your favorite book? Gifted Hands by Ben 

Carson 

Who was your role model growing up?   

My Dad because he always was so kind and he 

always wanted to help other people. 

What is your favorite holiday?   Christmas, because 
everyone’s heart is sweet, and it is a holiday where 

we can celebrate the birthday of Jesus. 
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Cross Country Off to a Good Start  

Despite Small Numbers 

Jose Murillo and Robbie Barrineau 

take off from the starting line. 



RSM TROJAN FOOTBALL 
CONTINUES TO DOMINATE 
The RSM Trojans  continued their winning tradition on Thursday, Sept. 24th and didn’t 

let the  many difficulties of playing  during the Coronavirus epidemic slow them down as 

they rolled over the Pelion Panthers 26-12 in their season opener.  Despite the many rules 

and regulations that come with playing during these times, the Trojans managed to adjust 

to the difficulties well and beat their first opponent decisively.   

During the game, quarterback Remedee Leaphart threw for  237  yards and  3 touch-

downs to  2 different receivers proving his versatility on the field.  Freshman, Tykeem 

Martin had an explosive night scoring 2 touchdowns with 125 total yards, and junior, Bret 

Smith scored the other receiving touchdown right before the half.  Leaphart proved that 

he is ready for the challenge and excited to be back playing this year.  Junior running 

back, Dantrell Weaver also had a big night for the Trojans as he ran for  102 yards on  16 

attempts and he scored 1  rushing touchdown for the Trojans.  Offensively the Trojans  

proved that  they are ready to take on their opponents in the region. 

On the defensive side of the ball, the Trojans held the Panthers to  just 2 touchdowns  and 

were disruptive for the Pelion offense all night long.  DaQuon Hicks was defensive player 

of the game. The night ended on a positive note for the Trojans.  

The team started their year by scrimmaging Midland Valley on Saturday, Sept. 19.  The 

team used that opportunity to work out the kinks and practice playing against an oppo-

nent that is bigger in both physical size and numbers.  After the scrimmage, Coach Smith 

said, “The team played valiantly in our scrimmage against Midland Valley on Saturday.  

Playing against a much larger school will benefit us in the long run.” Coach Smith and 

staff continues to work on improving the team’s skills each week as the Trojans head into 

region play. 

 

By :  Alana Bailey 

 

Updates on October games to come as the Trojans head into Region play. 

New Faces @ RSM  
by Makayla Carson and Lizbeth 
Figueroa 
 
Mr.  Middlebrooks, Special Education 
 
Q. What made you come to our 
school?   A. This is the school I graduat-
ed from. I already knew a lot of the 
places around, a lot of the students and 
it’s like this sense of home and I wanted 
to come help the community grow even 

more.  

Q. What are you looking forward to this 
school year?  A. To see the students 
grow and some of the different chang-
es, the way the scheduling is, what type 
of difficulty there is to see how we react 
and grow as a community. Overtake 

some of those stuff.  

Q. What made you start teaching?  A. 
Really to start teaching, I’ve always 
wanted to coach and to be a coach you 
have to be a teacher in school. So, I 
started looking at that and then once I 
started looking at teaching I realized 
how much I liked to help students, help 
people learn and that it’s a new 
challenge, I’m looking forward to the 
new challenges and help everyone 

learn.  

Q.  What are your goals for the fu-
ture?   A. My goals for the future is that 
I’m actually in school to get my masters 
in teaching special ed, so a goal for me 
is to become a special ed teacher 
preferably at a high school location but 
you know I’m opened anywhere and 
becoming an athletic director at a 

school. 

Q.  What is an interesting fact about 
your yourself?  A. An interesting fact is 
that I’ve traveled to 4 of the 7 conti-

nents   

Q. What is a life lesson that you have 
never forget?   A.  It’s one that most 
people know which is never give up, 
you never know what’s going to 
happen, so just keep pushing forward, 
eventually luck will turn on your side.  

2020 RSM varsity football team and coaches 
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New Faces at RSM  

by: Makayla Carson and Lizbeth 

Figueroa 

Mr. Brannon, Math 

Q: What made you want to come to our school? 
  
A: I have always liked the small school atmos-
phere.  I have taught in schools as small as 200 
or so students and as large as 1800 students.  
There is a sense of community and accountabil-
ity in smaller schools.  I have also known Coach 
Smith for many years, and he is a friend.  I was 
very impressed with Dr. Webb as I got to know 
him, and I wanted to be a part of what he is 
trying to do here at the Ridge. 
  
Q: What are you looking forward to this school 
year? 
  
A: Football season obviously, but academically, 
just being able to restart the physics and calcu-
lus programs.  I am especially looking forward to 
starting the Computer Science and Engineering 
programs at RSM.  We are offering an introduc-
tion to Computer Programming course this year, 
and that will grow over the next four years to 
include a 4 course series of computer science 
courses.  From that we will expand into an 
Introduction to Engineering program, and I am 
very excited to get those going. 
  
Q: What made you want to start teaching? 
  
A: Outside of my parents, my teachers and 
coaches had the most influence on my life 
growing up and the person I am today.  I wanted 
to be able to give back and help other young 
people the same way my teachers and coaches 
helped me.  I really love working with my stu-
dents and helping them achieve their goals in 
life. 
  
  
Q: What is the most difficult part of returning to 
school during a pandemic? 
  
A: I think it was actually more difficult being 
away from school.  Learning happens best when 
there is a relationship between student and 
teacher, and prior to "Teams" we really did not 
have a way to communicate in real time with our 
students. We have to practice social distancing, 
and that cuts down on the ability to work in pairs 
or small groups, but still just being able to be in 
the classroom with my students is 100 times 
better than having to do stuff 100% online.  I do 
think having a Hybrid schedule is a good thing 
because it helps prepare students for col-
lege.  Using a Hybrid schedule in high school is 
just another way to help prepare students for life 
after high school. 
  
Q: What do you plan to do after you retire? 
  
A: That is so far off I really have not given it 
much thought.  I love what I do, and as long as I 
am able to do it at a high level, I really think I will 
teach and coach into my 60's. 
After retiring, I could see my wife and I with a 
small house somewhere in the mountains, but 
then have a camper or something and do a lot of 
traveling around the country with our dogs and 
cats in the camper almost like a roaming petting 
zoo. 
I would like to play some golf  and in the fall still 
volunteer with a local football team. 
Finally I want to set up my YouTube channel 
where I post videos with little math and physics 
tips as well as Star Wars gaming videos.  (If I 
have any spare time, I like to play Star Wars 
Video Games) 

 

The students at RSM High school are facing 
new challenges. Students finally returned to 
school at the end of August after leaving in 
March of the last school year.  Students who 
chose the face to face learning model have 
hybrid days which means one group will come 
on Monday and Tuesday and the other group 
will come on Wednesday and Thursday. The 
students also must wear face masks to keep 
each other safe. Students are always practic-
ing safety which includes sanitizing their 
hands when coming in the classrooms. Stu-
dents are also practicing social distancing in 
the hallways and in the classrooms.  Luz Se-
gura and Kanaan Ligons are two RSM students 
facing the challenge of dealing with coming to 
school during a pandemic.   
After being asked if she felt safe at school 
during a pandemic,  Luz Segura replied,  “I do 
feel safe at school because we have to wear 
our face masks to keep us safe.”  Kanaan 
Ligons, a sophomore shared his thoughts on 
wearing masks all the time while at school,  "I 

don’t like it, if someone was to have breathing 
problems, then it would be difficult for them.” 
Kannan also added this about social distancing 
while at school, “Yes, it's very difficult.”  With 
all these changes, the students at RSM High 
still seem to be adjusting and continuing to 
learn. 
 
By Lizbeth Lizado and  Jasmine Flores 
 

 

Recently, RSM  added several new addi-

tions to the school in the form of artistic 

decoration that has been gaining a lot of 

attention in the community.  One has only 

to step into the entry of RSM High or the 

gym, to be greeted by the beautiful new 

murals that are the work of  famous mural-

ists, Stacey  Ridgeway and his son, Stace 

Ridgeway.   Stacey Ridgeway has been an 

artist for 38 years and says that he 

started because art is just natural 

to him.  He also said that he does all types of art, but that murals have become the type of art 

where he can reach students and the community. The murals at RSM represent the commu-

nity and school pride of Ridge Spring and Monetta.  The mural in the high school is a collabo-

ration that symbolizes the bridge from the old school to the new school that includes the 

thematic  motto “Farm to Table—Healthy Living” that is the driving force behind the school.  

The huge mural that covers the far wall in the gym symbolizes the fighting spirit of the Tro-

jans.  The muralists from Mural, Mural on the Wall are famous all over the US for decorating 

many schools with paintings that incorporate each school’s design in a unique way.  “Mr. 

Stacey” as he likes to be called says that he doesn’t like to run away from a challenge wherev-

er that may be, and he encourages all students to follow their dreams.  As for final advice to 

anyone who is thinking of seeking a career in art, Mr. Stacey says, “Don’t give up and don’t be 

discouraged.  Study your craft, so no one can take it away from you.”  The murals at RSM 

took about a week to complete.  Mr. Stacey and his son even incorporated the help of several 

students and one former student to help paint the murals.  “It was fun and fascinating, and 

they even taught us new techniques when it comes to painting,” said Montana Hartley, one 

of the students who helped with the murals.  The murals have definitely added an element of 

creativity and pride to the school environment. 
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Students Return to School Ready to Learn  

Despite Challenges 

Ronzekiel Jones models correct mask wearing 

procedure as he walks down the hall. 

Haley McKinney interviews artist, Stacey Ridgeway. 

Murals Represent School Pride at RSM 



Senior Spotlight 

 

Makayla Carson  

1. What are your hobbies?  
A. My hobbies consist of playing piano, playing 
volleyball and soccer, spending time with my family, 
listening to music, drawing, and watching movies.  
2. What are you planning to do after high 
school?   
A. After high school, I plan on going to college to 
become a registered nurse or a nurse practitioner.  
3. What are your favorite things to do around 
the house?  
A.  Around the house I like to watch movies, cook, 
and spend time with my family.  
4. Is there anything unique about you?  
A. My personality and my eyes are unique. 
5. How were your years leading up to your 
senior year?  
A.  The years leading up to my senior year were 
good but stressful, and I worked hard to get where I 
am now. 
6. Where are you interested in going to college? 
A. The colleges I am looking at are Toccoa Falls 
College, Charleston Southern University, Lander 
University, and USC Colombia. 
 

April Barrs 
 
1. Where does you see yourself in 10 years? 
A. I want to have  my own photography and florist 
business. 
2. Who do you admire and why? 
A. I admire my teachers for all their devotion and 
hard work in making going to school possible during 
a pandemic.  
3. What is your favorite high school memory? 
A. My favorite memory is singing “Man In The 
Mirror” by Michael Jackson for the Black History 
Month.  
4. What will you miss the most after you gradu-
ate from RSM? 
A.  I will miss all my friends and teachers. 
5. If you had the opportunity to travel anywhere, 
where would you  go and why? 
A.   If I had the opportunity to travel anywhere, I 
would go to Africa to go on a Safari, because I want 
to see wild animals in their natural habitat.  
6. If you  could have one wish, what would it 
be?   
A.  I wish for a voice command laptop that can 
understand English.  
7. What are your hobbies and interests? 
A.  My hobbies are taking care of my beloved cat 
named “Precious” and taking photos of wildlife and 
old buildings. 
 
 
 
By Diego Garcia and Luz Segura 
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New Faces , Con’t. 

Mrs. Bush, Spanish 

Q: What made you want to come to this school? 
 A: Ridge Spring and Monetta are strong commu-
nities with a family atmosphere. I enjoy RSMH's 
family approach to educating the whole communi-
ty and the community educating us to its needs. 
This teamwork between community and school 
makes Ridge Spring and Monetta thriving commu-
nities based on teamwork. I like teamwork. 
  
Q: What are you looking forward to this school 
year? 
 A: I look forward to getting to know my students. 
  
Q: What made you start teaching? 
A: My sixth-grade teacher helped me to overcome 
some learning gaps that I had as a response to 
my dad being out fighting in the Vietnam War. 
Because she took the time to get to know me, 
believe in me and walk me through the learning I 
was missing, I realized that I could learn and I 
came to love learning. So, now I teach to return 
this gift to others. 
  
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: I love to read. I used to ride horses & raise beef 
cattle. I have raised Polled Herefords and Angus. I 
used to raise baby dairy calves from birth to 4 to 6 
months as a side business. Now, I walk as a time 
to catch on talking with my friends. I love hanging 
out with Youth Group at my church and with my 
Hispanic friends and sharing a Bible study with 
some friends on Zoom. I guess my hobbies are 
mostly about being with people. 
  
Q: Where do you see yourself in 10? 
 A: At my age, please. Really? There too many 
uncertainties in life to even guess where I will be 
in 10. 
  
Q: What is one word that defines who you are? 
A: Relationships 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Simmons, Computer Science 
 
Q.  What made you come to our school?  
A. I saw the position open, I had applied to several 
positions and this is the one I was fortunate to get.  
 
Q. What are you looking forward to this school 
year?  
A. Just getting to know the students and see them 
grow and learn 
 
Q. What made you want to be a teacher?    
A. I’ve been wanting to teach for a long time, and it 
was always something I’ve been wanting to do.  
 
Q. What is your favorite season?  
A.  Fall  
 
Q. What do you do in your free time? 
A. I take care of my mother and spend time with 
my family and friends.  



RSM News Production 

The RSM news team consists of 

students who are interested in 

reporting the news of RSM 

High.  The news team covers 

stories that are important to the 

students and faculty of RSM 

High.  If you have any news that 

needs to be included in The 

Trojan Tribune please contact 

Mrs. Bedenbaugh at kbeden-

baugh@acpsd.net or a staff 

member.   

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS CON’T.  

Luz Segura 

1. What are your hobbies? 
 A. I like to draw and play games. 
 
2. What are you planning to do after high school?  
A. I plan to go to Piedmont Technical College and take business classes, so that I can run my own 
business. 
 
3. What are your favorite things to do around the house?   
A. My favorite thing to do is help my mom clean the house, play Fortnite or Minecraft, watch 
Anime, and help my mom with cooking. 
 
4. Is there anything unique about you?  
A. When I was little, I really didn't know any English.   Dora The Explorer was my favorite show 
growing up, so I learned my English from her.  
 

5. How were your years leading up to your senior year?  

A. It was hard, people never really helped me, I had to do everything by myself, I struggled a lot, 

but I never gave up.  My parents always supported me and motivated me.  If it weren't for them, 

I don't know what I would do. 

Lizbeth Figueroa—Gonzalez 

1. Where does you see herself in 10 years?   
A. I’m not sure what my future holds for me. Everyday holds a mysterious interesting situation 
waiting for me to live in.  
 
2. Who do you admire and why?  
A. I admire three ladies:   my grandma (my mother’s mom), my mother, and my second eldest 
sister. All three of them have formed me into the person that I am,  they have taught me life 
lessons and filled me with their wisdom. 
 
3. What's your favorite high school memory?  
A. My favorite high school memory is when me and my best friend, Makayla Carson, taught each 
other to dance a specific dance. The most captivating part that I remember is the amount of 
smiling and laughing we did together, not caring about anything else but to let loose and have 
fun. 
 
4.What will you miss the most after you graduate from RSM?  
A. I will miss greeting and annoying my teachers everyday as well as talking to my friends. Other 
than that, nothing. 
 
5. If you had the opportunity to travel anywhere, where would you go and why?   
A. I would like to go anywhere and everywhere, but my first three stops are going to be Mexico, 
South Korea, and Mongolia.  
 
6. If you could have one wish, what would it be?    
A. I wish to end all wickedness that has formed in the world, and to truly live out the life that God 
intended us to live.  

 
 

 

 

The 

Trojan 

Tribune 

Brayan Valeriano completes his 

online work . 


